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Tunica* 

The Tunica were first encountered by the French at the end of the 17th century 
on the lower Yazoo River 20 miles from its mouth, near present Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. In the late 18th or early 19th century they dispersed, most remnants of 
the group moving to near present Marksville, Louisiana. The language was spoken 
into the mid-20th century by Sesostrie Youchigant, who was born in 1870. 

Tunica is not closely related to any other language. A remote relationship has been 
hypothesized linking Tunica with Atakapa, Chitimacha, Natchez, and the Muskogean 
languages, a group referred to as the Gulf languages (Swanton 1919, Haas 1948b, 
1951, 1952, 1958b, 1960). 

Surveys of sources on Tunica are in Haas 1973a, 1979a, and Crawford 1975. 
Booker 1991a provides a detailed annotated bibliography. Documentation of the 
language comes from only three fieldworkers. Gatschet collected vocabulary and texts 
in 1886, some of which served as a basis for a discussion of masculine and feminine 
gender (1889). Swanton used the Gatschet material and more that he collected in 
1907, 1908, and 1910, for a comparison of Tunica with Atakapa and Chitimacha 
(1919) and a grammatical sketch (1921). Haas worked with the last fluent speaker 
between 1933 and 1939, producing extensive documentation of the language: a full 
grammar based on textual material (1941d), grammatical sketch (1946b), text 
collection (1950b), and dictionary of forms from all sources (1953). Additional 
published work includes descriptions of French loanwords (Haas 1947b) and the 
auxiliary system (Haas 1977c). Forms cited here are from Haas 1941d. 
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